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Polymerizable Derivatives of Long-Chain Fatty Acids. VI. Preparation and
Applicability of Urea Complexes of Vinyl Esters?

By DANIEL SWERN AND WILLIAM S. PORT

It tras been shown that vinyl esters of long-chain fatty acids, such as vinyl pelargonate, laurate, palmitate and stearate,
form urea complexes in good to excellent yield (56 to 99%). Advantage has been taken of the technique of urea complex
formation to separate vinyl pelargonate from cross-linking contaminants and to recover monomeric vinyl palmitate from mix-
tures containing monomer, polymer, inhibitor and other unknown impurities. The technique of urea complex formation

should be useful in a variety of polymerization and preparation investigations involving monomers which contain long chains.

The recently discovered characteristic of urea of
forming well-defined, crystalline complexes readily
with straight-chain aliphatic compounds but not
with most branched-chain or cyclic compounds,?=5
has tremendous potential value in a wide variety of
isolation and purification problems. In studying
the polymerization of vinyl esters of long-chain
fatty acids,® it was believed that urea complex
formation would aid considerably in the solution of
two problems, provided that urea formed complexes
readily in high yield with long-chain vinyl esters.
. These problems were (1) the separation of vinyl
pelargonate from minor quantities (probably less
than 1%) of cross-linking contaminants and (2)
the recovery of vinyl palmitate from mixtures
which also contained polymer, inhibitor, and other
(unknown) impurities.

It was quickly determined that pure vinyl pelar-
gonate, laurate, palmitate and stearate’ readily
formed urea complexes in yields ranging from 56 to
99%. The complexes were typical, well-defined,
easily filtered crystals, usually needles and, from
all indications, were similar in every way to the
complexes obtained from other classes of straight-
chain aliphatic compounds.

Purification of Vinyl Pelargonate.—Commercial pelar-
gonic acid (80-90% pelargonic acid) is prepared by oxida-
tive cleavage of oleic acid, and it is contaminated with
mono- and dibasic materials. Muitiple fractional distilla-
tion yields pelargonic acid having the correct physical and
chemical characteristics, but it is undoubtedly still contam-
inated with small quantities of polyfunctional impurities
because vinyl pelargonate prepared from it? forms cross-
linked, insoluble polymers under conditions which yield
soluble polymers from pure vinyl caprylate, laurate, my-
ristate, palmitate and stearate.® These impurities are not
removed even by repeated fractional distillation of the vinyl
pelargonate, and it was concluded that they probably con-
sisted of divinyl esters of dibasic acids, such as adipic and
glutaric acids.

Since ease of formation and stability of urea complexes
decrease as the chain length of the straight-chain compounds
decreases, it was anticipated that the cross-linking contam-
inants, particularly if their chain length was less than that
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of vinyl pelargonate, would remain in the filtrate from which
the urea complex of vinyl pelargonate had been precipi-
tated. The vinyl pelargonate isolated from the complex
should then yield soluble thermoplastic polymers rather
than cross-linked gels.

Vinyl pelargonate was precipitated in three steps as urea
complex, and each portion isolated from the complex yielded
a soluble polymer. Total recovery of vinyl pelargonate
was 99%, thus confirming the premise that cross-linking con-
taminants were present in minor amounts. In addition
to yielding a suitable grade of monomer, the technique was
relatively simple and rapid.

Recovery of Vinyl Palmitate from Mixtures Containing
Polymers and Other Impurities.—In studying the funda-
mental properties of polyvinyl palmitate, and other poly-
vinyl esters of long-chain acids,® it is necessary to purify
the polymers by multiple solvent precipitation to ensure
freedom from unpolymerized monomer, inhibitors which
have been added to minimize subsequent polymerization,
and other impurities. When only a low conversion to poly-
mer has been effected, large amounts of residual monomer
have to be separated and these are usually discarded because
of the difficulty in isolating the monomer from the complex
mixture in which it is present. Consideration of the nature
of the mixture indicated that only unpolymerized vinyl
palmitate should be able to form a urea complex. This was
confirmed and it was shown that vinyl palmitate could be
readily isolated from such mixtures by precipitation as
urea complex. The recovered vinyl palmitate was suitable
for use in polymerizations.

The technique just described should be applicable to the
isolation of vinyl esters of other long-chain acids from similar
mixtures and of various other monomers containing long
straight chains.

Experimental

Materials Used.—The vinyl esters were prepared as de-
scribed previously.” Urea was reagent grade.

Preparation of Urea Complexes of Vinyl Esters.—The
preparation of vinyl palmitate-urea complex is typical: 5 g.
of vinyl palmitate, iodine number 87.9, and 15 g. of urea
was dissolved in 100 ml. of methanol with gentle warming.
Precipitation began while the solution was still warm (about
50°). It was cooled first to room temperature and filtered
(weight of complex 10.6 g.) and then cooled to 5° and again
filtered (weight of complex 4.3 g.), giving a 75% yield of
long needle-like crystals of complex, iodine number 22.
The iodine number of the complex is significant since we
have shown in studying the preparation of over 50 urea com-
plexes of long-chain fatty acids, methyl esters, and alcohols
that the weight ratio of urea to other component is almost
invariant at 3:1. In a control experiment no precipitate
was obtained when a solution of § g. of vinyl palmitate in
100 ml. of methanol (urea absent) was cooled to 5°.

Similar results were obtained in the preparation of com-
plexes from vinyl pelargonate (569, yield), vinyl laurate
(619, yield) and vinyl stearate (70% yield). In the prepa-
ration of the vinyl stearate complex, about 10—20%.15&
propyl alcohol was added to the methanol to obtain a
homogeneous solution. By employing a urea to vinyl ester
ratio of 5:1, yields of complex were usually over 85%,. .

Purification of Vinyl Pelargonate.—A sample of vinyl
pelargonate, iodine number, 136.2 and n%p 1.4280, yielded
cross-linked insoluble gels when polymerized with benzoyl
peroxide as initiator under conditions which yielded soluble
polymers from other long-chain vinyl esters prepared in an
identical manner.%” . The vinyl pelargonate was freed from



cross-linking contaminants as follows: 200 g. of vinyl pelar-
gonate and 800 g. of urea were dissolved in 4000 ml. of meth-
anol. The solution was allowed to stand overnight at room
temperature (27°) and then filtered, yielding 320 g. of com-
plex. Addition of water to the precipitate dissolved the
urea and yielded 80 g. (40% of the original ester) of vinyl
pgilargonate, n%p 1.4284, as a water-insoluble colorless
oil.

The methanol filtrate-from the separation of the first crop
of complex was cooled to 2° and an additional 316 g. of com-
plex was obtained. The vinyl pelargonate isolated from
it weighed 78 g. (39%, yield), »%p 1.4280.

The second methanol filtrate was concentrated to about
one-fourth its volume and cooled to room temperature.
The yield of urea complex obtained at this stage was 187 g.
fron;l which 41 g. (20% yield) of vinyl pelargonate was iso-
ated.

The total yield of vinyl pelargonate recovered was 99%.
A portion of each fraction was polymerized® and soluble
polymers were obtained from each.

Recovery of Vinyl Palmitate from Mixtures.—Twenty-
six grams of crude vinyl palmitate, also containing poly-
vinyl palmitate, inhibitors and unknown (colored) compo-
nents, was added to 500 ml. of methanol. Some polyvinyl
palmitate precipitated and was separated by filtration.
Seventy-five grams of urea was dissolved in the filtrate and
the solution was allowed to stand overnight at room tem-
perature. The quantity of complex which precipitated was
44 g. and it contained about 40% of the vinyl palmitate orig-
inally present in the crude mixture. Vinyl palmitate re-
coveries of as high as 839 have been obtained by increasing
the ratio of urea to crude vinyl palmitate to about 5:1.

The recovered vinyl palmitate formed thermoplastic
soluble polymers when heated with benzoyl peroxide.®
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